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SUBJECT: UPI STORY ON STRANDED AMERICAN IN TANZANIA 

1 . FOLLOWING STORY BY RAYMOND WILKINSON APPEARED UPI 
FEBRUARY 9 DATELINED NAIROBI: QUOTE 

A GROUP OF AMERICANS TRAVELING IN TANZANIA SAY THEY WERE 
PUT UNDER HOUSE ARREST FOR TWO DAYS BY ARMED POLICEMEN 
AND LATER HUSTLED ACROSS THE COUNTRY IN A CONVOY THAT RAN 
OUT OF FOOD AND WATER. 

"IT WAS A REALLY DREADFUL EXPERIENCE AND I KISSED THE 
GROUND WHEN I REACHED KENYA," SAID ARTHUR BLOCK OF 
SEAFORD, N.Y., ONE OF THE ABOUT 15 AMERICANS WHO ARRIVED 
IN NAIROBI TUESDAY ABOARD A SPECIAL FLIGHT. 
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I'M GOING TO COMPLAIN TO EVERY CONGRESSMAN AND SENATOR I 
CAN FIND,” SAID MRS JAMES BLACK OF SAG HARBOUR, N.Y.. WHO 
SAID U.S. CONSULAR OFFICIALS IN TANZANIA DID NOT EVEN KNOW 
OF THE GROUP S PLIGHT. 

THE AMERICANS' ORDEAL BEGAN THURSDAY WHEN TANZANIA 
SUDDENLY CLOSED ITS BORDER WITH KENYA - STRANDING ABOUT 
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1,000 TOURISTS - BECAUSE OF A DISPUTE OVER THE COLLAPSE 
OF A JOINTLY OWNED AIRLINE. 

BY TUESDAY MOST OF THE STRANDED TOURISTS HAD BEEN FLOWN 
OUT TANZANIA ABOARD SPECIALLY CHARTERED AIRPLANES, AND 
MANY SAID ON ARRIVAL AT NAIROBI THAT THEY WERE TREATED 
REASONABLY WELL BY THE TANZANIANS. 

BUT MRS. BLACK SAID SHE WAS AWAKENED AT MIDNIGHT THURSDAY 
AT HER HOTEL ROOM IN LOBO, NEAR THE( OMITTED)IN NORTHERN 
TANZANIA, AND "THE FIRST THING I SAW WHEN I OPENED THE 
DOOR WAS HEAVILY ARMED POLICE WITH RIFLES. 

"FOR THE NEXT TWO DAYS WE JUST STAYED THERE. WE COULDN'T 
MOVE. WE COULDN'T COMMUNICATE WITH ANYONE. WE DIDN'T 
KNOW WHAT WAS HAPPENING. THE POLICE JUST STAYED AND 
WATCHED US WITH THEIR RIFLES. THEY DIDN'T SPEAK." 

THE AMERICANS WERE THEN BUNDLED INTO VEHICLES FOR A 
TWO-DAY RIDE ACROSS NORTHERN TANZANIA TOWARD THE KENYA 
BORDER, BUT ON ITS LAST DAY THE CONVOY RAN OUT OF FOOD 
AND WATER, SHE SAID. 

"IT WAS LIKE A PRISON CONVOY," MRS. BLACK SAID. "THERE 
WAS A POLICE CAR IN FRONT, A POLICE CAR IN THE REAR AND 
POLICEMEN SITTING IN MOST CARS. EVERY SO OFTEN THEY 
WOULD STOP AND COUNT VEHICLES AND PEOPLE." 

"IT WAS COMPLETELY STUPID AND ILLOGICAL WHAT THEY 
(THE TANZANIANS) DID." MRS. BLACK SAID. END QUOTE. 
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2. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COMMENTS EMBASSY MAY HAVE ON 
ABOVE. 

3. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

VANCE 
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